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• Mediated publics 
(boyd 2007)  

• Tunisia, Egypt vs 
Swaziland  



Walled garden 

SA election,  

April 2009 

Mxit bans political campaigning 

No user-created chatrooms 

ANCYL activists decamp briefly to Mig33 







2009-2012 

Political parties adopt FB 

2012 – branches, official 

and unofficial pages and 

groups  

 



FutureLeader & CdeJimmy (COSAS 

activists from small town in Limpopo 

province) 

Mxit debates - Although Facebook was 

also used, MXit was preferred ‘most cdes 

are there’. 

Organisational personas and imagery in 

MXit profiles,   

Imagery sourced w browser on Nokia 

XPressMusic phone 

Fequently updated to reflect 

organisational agenda – Youth Day, 

Mandela Day etc.  





Where are the 
mobile links on FB?

410 Facebook status updates (matching 

"zuma spear“ ”17-28 May 2012)  

Table 1: Link vs Platform in public Facebook status 

updates mentioning 'Zuma spear‘  

   

Total Mobile Other 

Link 14 195 209 

3.4% 47.6% 51.0% 

No link 133 68 201 

32.4% 16.6% 49.0% 

   

 

147 263 410 

35.9% 64.1% 100.0% 

  









 


